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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 January 2004 . 
2a)U This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-17.23.45 and 46 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) . is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) _ is/are allowed. 

6) [g|' Claim(s) 1-17.23.45 and 46 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 14 January 2004 is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)G3 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.I3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/901,041 . 
3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Preliminary Amendment 

1 . The preliminary amendment filed August 22, 2003 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim1-17, 23, 45 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ikeda et al. US 6,012,809 in view of Ward et al. US 6,149,327. 

Ikeda et al. discloses, regarding claims 1 and 23, an image recording apparatus 
and method for recording an image by applying a coloring material on a recording 
medium comprising: 

recording means (25) for performing a step of applying the coloring material in 
accordance with image data (column 6, lines 46-54); and 

conveying means (the duplex feed path 34 and rollers 1 7, 29, 32 of figure 1 ) for 
performing a step of conveying the recording medium so as to permit recording on both 
a first recording side and a second recording side of the recording medium, wherein 

after recording on the first recording side of the recording medium, the recording 
medium is conveyed to a predetermined recording medium reversing position (35) not 



Application/Control Number: 10/645,537 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2853 

opposed to said recording means (25) and then the recording medium is conveyed to a 
position opposed to said recording means (25) so as to conduct recording on the 
second side of the recording medium (figure 1, column 11, lines 43-65). 

Regarding claims 45 and 46, a computer readable storage medium and program 
for performing the above duplexing method steps are inherent to the automated 
operation by the CPU in the printer operation as explained in column 12, lines 29-38. 

Ikeda et al. fails to disclose, regarding claims 1 , 23, 45 and 46, that the reversing 
position is a waiting position and that time setting means is provided that variably sets a 
time that the recording medium is in the waiting position and control means is provided 
for controlling a conveying operation in response to the time setting means. 

Ward et al. discloses, regarding claims 1 , 23, 45 and 46, that a reversing 
position (this corresponds to the position of the recording medium M as shown in figure 
6) for conveying means (22) of an image recording apparatus is a waiting position 
wherein time setting means (19) is provided that variably sets a time that the recording 
medium is in the waiting position (column 8, line 66 - column 9, line 15) and control 
means (1 8) is provided for controlling a conveying operation in response to the time 
setting means (column 6, lines 4-14, figure 1). 

Regarding claims 2-4, 6-8, 10-12 and 14-16, see column 8, lines 48-65 of Ward 
et al., which describes that the number of applications of ink (amount of ink printed), the 
kind of recording medium, the recording duty (density), and amount of data for applying 
ink (under or overprinting) are used to determine the length of time set. 
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Regarding claims 5, 9, 13 and 17, see column 1, lines 48-53 and column 2, lines 
1-13 in which Ward et al. teaches utilizing less pigment black ink on the first side to 
reduce drying time for the first side. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to implement the reversing position of Ikeda et al. as a waiting position and 
provide the time setting means and control means responsive to the time setting means 
as taught by Ward et al. in the apparatus, method and program of Ikeda et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide time for the media to dry 
between the first and second side printing as taught by column 1 , lines 44-53 of Ward et 
al. and avoid ink smearing. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Blaise Mouttet who may be reached at 
telephone number (571) 272-2150. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier, Art Unit 2853, can be reached at (571) 272-2149. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703)872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. „ 



Blaise Mouttet May 21, 2004 





